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The Coinage of the Caliph Abu

Abdullah Al — Mahdy
(158-169 A.H/775-785 AD )
Student : Fatimah Yousif Abder Rahman Khasawneh.
Supervisor : Dr. Khalaf Faris Tarawneh.

Abstract
This study seeks to examine coins of the third Abbasid caliph
Abu Abdullah Mohammad Al — Mahdy The study sample
comprises ( 127 ) dinars and (364 )dirhems assigned into two
eras, the succession to the throne and the caliphate .

The researcher starts with studying the state conditions
during the era of Al - Mahdy. The caliph’s internal and foreign
policy is reviewed with special emphasis on problems the caliph
encountered and their impact on making coins during that era
which has not been studied yet. Economy of the Abbasid state is
also addressed in terms of returns, expenses, weights , money
value and usage of the two basic metals — gold and silver — in
the Muslim state. All of this is examined within the context of
influence on the process of coinage and Al - Mahdy’s coins
through the two periods of his activity as an heir apparent and
caliph.

The researcher has been able to find out designations with
various connotations on these coins. She reviews and classifies
them along with reasons for writing certain designations is that
Al — Mahdy tended to exercise a central policy during his
caliphate. The researcher also studies twenty-four cities where
mints were established for Al- Mahdy’s coins.

The study presents some conclusions on the coin patterns.
The researcher manages to sort out fifty patterns that were used
During the ten — years period of Al — Mahdy’s caliphate.
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