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RURAL BROADBAND AT A GLANCE: 2009 EDITION. U.S. Department of Agriculture. March 2009.
 
Three-quarters of U.S. residents used the Internet to access information, education, and services in 2007. Broadband Internet access is becoming essential for both businesses and households; many compare its evolution to other technologies now considered common necessities, such as cars, electricity, televisions, microwave ovens, and cell phones. Although rural residents enjoy widespread access to the Internet, they are less likely to have high-speed, or broadband, Internet access than their urban counterparts. Circumstantial evidence suggests that the difference in access may lie in the higher cost and limited availability of broadband Internet in rural areas. 
 
Full Text:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EIB47/EIB47.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages].


TWITTER AND STATUS UPDATE. Pew Internet and American Life Project. Amanda Lenhart. February 12, 2009.

The author notes that in the past three years, developments in social networking and internet applications have begun providing internet users with more opportunities for sharing short updates about themselves, their lives, and their whereabouts online. Users may post messages about anything in their lives on social networks and blogging sites, or on send short messages to networks of friends like Twitter, Yammer and others.

Full Text:
http://pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP%20Twitter%20Memo%20FINAL.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages].


SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES AND THE SURVEILLANCE SOCIETY: A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE USAGE OF STUDIVZ, FACEBOOK, AND MYSPACE BY STUDENTS IN SALZBURG IN THE CONTEXT OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. University of Salzburg. Christian Fuchs. Web posted February 2009.

Among the 674 students who participated in the study, 88.3% of the respondents use studiVZ, 39.5% Facebook, 15.9% MySpace, 9.0% Xing, 7.4% Lokalisten. Each of 61 other social networking sites (SNS) is used by less than 1%. Fuchs says, “There are indications for a strong economic concentration in the area of social networking sites.”  Further, she adds, “Students are very aware of the massive collection of personal data on these platforms. They use them nonetheless because of the expected communicative advantages. This does not mean that they are incautious, but that there is a structural lack of alternative platforms. Non-commercial, non-profit SNS do not have to evaluate data for personalized advertisements, therefore the probability of surveillance and data abuse decreases. But such platforms are currently hardly existent or completely unknown.” 

Full Text:
http://fuchs.icts.sbg.ac.at/SNS_Surveillance_Fuchs.pdf [PDF format, 145 pages].


2009 T	HREAT PREDICTIONS. McAfee. January 2009.

According to the report, the exploitation of the financial crisis to scam users with fake financial transactions services, fake investment firms, and fake legal services continues. The report examines the accuracy of last year’s predictions and provides new insight as to where computer security threats are headed this year.

Full Text: 
http://www.mcafee.com/us/local_content/reports/2009_threat_predictions_report.pdf [PDF format, 10 pages].


OBAMA’S ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES II: IF YOU BUILD IT, WILL THEY LOG ON? Pew Internet & American Life Project. January 2009.

Investment in broadband has become part of the broader discussion about President Obama’s economic stimulus package. Even though the size of the stimulus and the share that might be devoted to broadband are still unspecified, it seems likely that the new Administration will take steps to encourage investment in broadband infrastructure.

[Note: contains copyrighted material]
	
Full Text:
http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Broadband%20Barriers.pdf [PDF format, 3 pages].


SOCIAL NETWORKS GROW: FRIENDING MOM AND DAD. Pew Internet & American Life Project. Amanda Lenhart. January 14, 2009.

The share of adult internet users who have a profile on a social networking site has more than quadrupled in the past four years. While media coverage and policy attention focus heavily on how children and young adults use social network sites, adults still make up the bulk of the users of these websites. Still, younger online adults are much more likely than their older counterparts to use social networks, with 75% of adults 18-24 using these networks, compared with just 7% of adults ages 65 and older. 

Full Text:
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1079/social-networks-grow [HTML format, various paging].

PROHIBITION ON FUNDING OF UNLAWFUL INTERNET GAMBLING AGENCIES. Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and Departmental Offices, Department of the Treasury. Web posted November 12, 2008.

The Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve Board release a joint final rule to implement the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act of 2006. The Act prohibits gambling businesses from knowingly accepting payments in connection with unlawful Internet gambling, including payments made through credit cards, electronic funds transfers, and checks. 

Full Text:
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/reports/unlawfuinternetgambling11.12.08.pdf [PDF format, 121 pages].


LIVING AND LEARNING WITH NEW MEDIA: SUMMARY OF FINDINGS FROM THE DIGITAL YOUTH PROJECT. John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. November 2008.

The study shows that America’s youth are developing important social and technical skills online, often in ways adults do not understand or value. It shows that spending time online is essential for young people to pick up the social and technical skills they need to be competent citizens in the digital age.

Full Text: 
http://www.macfound.org/atf/cf/%7BB0386CE3-8B29-4162-8098-E466FB856794%7D/DML_ETHNOG_WHITEPAPER.PDF [PDF format, 58 pages].


FTC SHUTS DOWN, FREEZES ASSETS OF VAST INTERNATIONAL SPAM E-MAIL NETWORK. Federal Trade Commission. Web posted October 15, 2008.

A U.S. district court has ordered a halt to the operations of a vast international spam network that peddled prescription drugs and other bogus products. The network has been identified as the largest “spam gang” in the world by the anti-spam organization Spamhaus. The Federal Trade Commission has received more than three million complaints about spam messages connected to this operation, and estimates that it may be responsible for sending billions of illegal spam messages. 

Full Text:
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2008/10/herbalkings.shtm [HTML format, various paging].


CYBERSECURITY ECONOMIC ISSUES. RAND Corporation. September 24, 2008.

The emerging field of cyber security economics could benefit from better data, better understanding, and better methods for using resources, to provide assurances that software will work as expected. The research brief presents findings that address these key cyber security concerns, perceptions of the importance of cyber security, and considerations for cyber security investment decisions. It suggests that companies, the government, and other organizations can help improve our understanding of cyber security economics by monitoring cyber security incidents and responses, soliciting and using standard terminology and measures, and sharing data whenever possible. 

Full Text: 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/2008/RAND_RB9365.pdf [PDF format, 5 pages]


THE INTERNET AND CONSUMER CHOICE: ONLINE AMERICANS USE DIFFERENT SEARCH AND PURCHASE STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENT GOODS. Pew Internet & American Life Project. John B. Horrigan. Web posted May 23, 2008.
The internet plays an important role in how people conduct research for purchases, but it is just one among a variety of sources people use and usually not the key factor in final purchasing decisions. The study tracks the decision-making processes for buying music, purchasing a cell phone, and buying or renting a home. Only 7% of music buyers, 10% of cell phone buyers, and 11% of those who bought or rented a home in the prior year say that online information had a major impact on their decision. 
Full Text:
http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Consumer.Decisions.pdf [PDF format, 42 pages].


MAPPING IRAN’S ONLINE PUBLIC: POLITICS AND CULTURE IN THE PERSIAN BLOGOSPHERE.  Harvard Law School, Berkman Center for Internet and Society.  John Kelly, et. al.  Web posted April 7, 2008.

In contrast to the conventional wisdom that Iranian bloggers are mainly young democrats critical of the regime, the authors of this study found a wide range of opinions representing religious conservative points of view as well as secular and reform-minded ones, and topics ranging from politics and human rights to poetry, religion, and pop culture.  The research indicates that the Persian blogosphere is indeed a large discussion space of approximately 60,000 routinely updated blogs featuring a rich and varied mix of bloggers.

Full Text:
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Kelly&Etling_Mapping_Irans_Online_Public_2008.pdf [pdf format, 68 pages]


TEENS AND SOCIAL MEDIA: THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA GAINS A GREATER FOOTHOLD IN TEEN LIFE AS THEY EMBRACE THE CONVERSATIONAL NATURE OF INTERACTIVE ONLINE MEDIA.  Amanda Lenhart, Mary Madden, Alexandra Rankin Macgill, and Aaron Smith.  Pew Internet & American Life Project.  December 19, 2007.

Approximately 93% of American teens use the internet and most use it as a venue for social interaction.  This study found that 64% of the teens surveyed participate in one or more “content-creating activities.”  55% of online teens created a profile on a social networking site such as Facebook, 47% uploaded photos, and 14% posted videos.

The data are based on a callback telephone survey of 935 randomly selected teens aged 12-17 and a parent or guardian.  The survey was conducted between October 23, and November 19, 2006.

Full Text:
http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Teens_Social_Media_Final.pdf  [pdf format, 44 pages]


DIGITAL MUSIC REPORT 2009. International Federation of Phonographic Industries. John Kennedy. January 2009.

The music industry has transformed its business models, offering consumers an increasing range of new services with leading technology partners. However, generating value in an environment where 95 per cent of music downloads are illegal and unpaid for is still the biggest challenge for music companies and their commercial partners.
The digital music business internationally saw a sixth year of expansion in 2008, growing by an estimated 25 per cent to US$3.7 billion in trade value. 

[Note: contains copyrighted material]
	
Full Text: 
http://www.ifpi.org/content/library/DMR2009.pdf [PDF format, 32 pages].
http://www.ifpi.org/content/library/DMR2009-key-statistics.pdf Key Statistics. [PDF format, 2 pages].


WRITING, TECHNOLOGY AND TEENS. PEW Internet & American Life Project. Amanda Lenhart et al. April 24, 2008.

All teens write for school and 93% of teens say they write for their own pleasure. Teenagers’ lives are filled with writing, more so than their parents when they were teens. The majority of teens have embraced written communication with their peers as they share messages on their social network pages, in emails and instant messages online, and through fast-paced messaging on their cell phones. Most teenagers spend a considerable amount of their life composing texts, but they do not think that a lot of the material they create electronically is real writing. At the same time, they also believe that good writing is a critical skill to achieving success. Lenhart looks at how teens are filled with insights and critiques of the current state of writing instruction as well as ideas about how to make in-school writing instruction better and more useful.
[Note: Contains copyrighted material]
Full Text:
http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Writing_Report_FINAL3.pdf [PDF format, 83 pages].


MAPPING IRAN’S ONLINE PUBLIC: POLITICS AND CULTURE IN THE PERSIAN BLOGOSPHERE.  Harvard Law School, Berkman Center for Internet and Society.  John Kelly, et. al.  Web posted April 7, 2008.

In contrast to the conventional wisdom that Iranian bloggers are mainly young democrats critical of the regime, the authors of this study found a wide range of opinions representing religious conservative points of view as well as secular and reform-minded ones, and topics ranging from politics and human rights to poetry, religion, and pop culture.  The research indicates that the Persian blogosphere is indeed a large discussion space of approximately 60,000 routinely updated blogs featuring a rich and varied mix of bloggers.

[Note: Contains copyrighted material]

Full Text:
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Kelly&Etling_Mapping_Irans_Online_Public_2008.pdf [pdf format, 68 pages]


STATE E-GOVERNMENT STRATEGIES: IDENTIFYING BEST PRACTICES AND APPLICATIONS.  Jeffrey W. Seifert and Glenn J. McLoughlin.  Congressional Research Service (CRS), Library of Congress.  July 23, 2007.

E-government is one of the leading approaches to government reform, but there is a lack of coordination or communication between the various initiatives.  Congress oversees the e-government initiatives and works with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and state governments to identify best practices, standards, and strategies.  This report identifies the practices and strategies that are being used by state governments.  

This report is based on research conducted by the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs.

Full Text:
http://opencrs.cdt.org/rpts/RL34104_20070723.pdf  [pdf format, 61 pages]

